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Some birds and insects fly 

thousands of  miles to reach their 

feeding and nesting places. Their 

natural navigational superpowers 

show them the way with the help 

of  the sun, the stars, the moon, 

air currents, natural landmarks 

and even smells in the air. It’s 

time to practise your own natural 

navigation and mapping skills.

Lesson 4: 
Wild world 

navigation

Make a leaf compass Three-dimensional 
treasure map 

Treasure-box trail
This is a quick and easy way to make a 
compass and find which way is north.

Try this mapping game in the woods. Hide the 
treasure with a little twig and clay elf  in a small 
wild area (about the size of  a room! ). On the 
ground nearby or on a tray, create a miniature 
 elf-scale 3D map of  the area using soil, twigs, 
leaves and seeds to represent the earth, trees,  
logs and smaller plants. Place a coin on the  

3D map to show where the treasure is hidden  
in the real world. Who can find the treasure?

This is a real test of  your map-reading skills! 
Ask an adult to make a trail, hiding treasure 
boxes to find on the way. Can you and your 

friends find the treasure boxes by reading the 
map, using a compass and following the Wild 
Things clues? You might follow the unicorn 
hoof  prints up the hill, look for a fairy’s red 
flag in a leafy canopy or find treasure being 

protected by a dragon.

1. Magnetise the needle by stroking it several 
times in the same direction with the magnet.

2. Find a leaf  big enough for the needle to lie on, 
and place it on a puddle out of  the wind. 

3. Put the needle on the leaf. Watch as the leaf  
turns in the water until the needle points north.

4. Not sure if  it’s working? Check it against  
a real compass or a compass app on a phone!

A leaf, a stainless steel 
sewing needle, a magnet 

and a puddle of   
still water.

Clay, coins for treasure, 
wild materials and a tray.

Maps, treasure boxes, 
and a compass.You will need:  

You will need:  
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